
The Essentials 

 
Over the past few years the field of education has seen a shift in assessment prac-
tices.  In the past students wrote quizzes and tests, scores were recorded, and 
summary grades were reported.  Nowadays, teachers are using assessment for a 
variety of purposes and students are afforded the opportunity to track their learn-
ing and better understand what specifically needs to be done to advance their 
learning. 
 
Research shows that classroom assessment can have a powerful effect on learn-
ing (Black and Wiliam, 1998).  With this in mind, teachers are using assessment to 
help move learning forward.  Current assessment practices include elements that 
serve to guide teachers to the ‘next steps’ in instruction and lesson planning.  As 
well, students are able to monitor their own progress and are encouraged to re-
flect on their own learning experiences.  Below is a chart that summarizes the dif-
ferent types of assessment. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT UPDATE 

Chart from the BC Ministry of Education http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/ela_7_irp.pdf 
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